HOW TO LOVE THY NEIGHBOR

A big part of our responsibility before God involves the proper way we should treat each other.  The Divine description of that proper treatment is “love”.  Jesus said, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.  This is the first and great commandment.  And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself” (Matthew 22:37-39).  We call this the “golden rule.”  The Bible calls it the “royal law” (James 2:8).

But how can we know that God is pleased with our efforts in this regard?  How can we be sure that we really do love people as we should?  The answer is, simply obey God’s commandments and you can be sure that you’re loving others the way you should.  “By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments” (1 John 5:2).  God’s word instructs us how to properly treat people, and since love is treating each other the way we should, obeying God’s word is in effect exercising love toward our neighbor.   “For this, thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.  Love worketh no ill to his neighbour:  therefore love is the fulfilling of the law” (Romans 13:9-10).

We especially need to show love toward others when it comes to their soul.  The apostle Paul did:  “Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved” (Romans 10:1).  This is why Christians must be busy spreading the good news of Jesus Christ “to every creature” (Mark 16:15).  Our first century brethren were thus occupied with the heavenly Father’s business, and as a result the gospel was “preached to every creature which is under heaven” (Colossians 1:23).  How were they able to do this?  They obeyed the Lord and “went everywhere preaching the word” (Acts 8:4).  Why did they do it?  Because they knew that without God people were lost, or in the words of the apostle, “For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead” (2 Corinthians 5:14).

Our love for our neighbor is exhibited by our obedience to any and all of God’s commands.  For example, we love our neighbor when we study our Bible so we can teach them the truth that can save their soul (2 Timothy 2:15).  We also love our neighbor when we attend all services of the church so as to attract their curiosity, interest, and ultimately their respect for things pertaining to the kingdom of God (Hebrews 10:25).  And we love our neighbor by sticking to God’s word (Psalm 119:31) while we “earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered to the saints” (Jude 3), because we know that the “commandments and doctrines of men” (Colossians 2:22) make worship vain and leave people without Christ (Matthew 15:9; 2 John 9).  This is how we can love our neighbor.  Now, “Go, and do thou likewise” (Luke 10:37).
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